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The achievement of good design in housing 
developments is a task that calls for good 
judgement in the balancing of all the factors 
that make the final product attractive, livable, 
and salable. If an architect wants to develop 
this good judgement, he must visit many sub- 
divisions, talk to the real estate salesmen, dis- 
cuss job problems with the construction super- 
intendent, and mingle with mortgage bankers. 
He must be aware of new products and new 
construction techniques, and should be thor- 
oughly familiar with the local building codes 
and the F.H.A, Manual. 

In his consultations with the builder client, the 
architect must blend his good judgement with 
that of the builder. Where a client is “diffi- 
cult” the architect must insert in each job as 
much good design as he can, and by educat- 
ing the client, bring him to the point where 
good design ideas are readily accepted. How- 
ever, it behooves the architect to be humble in 
his daily tasks. Many successful builders have 
an instinctive feeling for good design. and some 
architects who have been practicing architec- 
ture all their lives, never achieve it. It is the 
job of the architect to join the practical ability 
of the businessman with his own creative 
imagination. 

An ideal situation is one in which the architect 
is consulted from the moment the builder is 
considering the purchase of the land, Good 
design starts at this point. It is almost im- 
possible to plan a good subdivision on a flat 
site that has no trees. The architect must also 
Participate in the engineering and site plan- 
ning, as the most attractive house loses its 
appeal when not placed properly on an ap- 


In keeping with the general theme for the year: 
of PVA have asked L. G. Meltzer to give the home builder's view. 
director of the Metropolitan Washington Home Builders Association, speaks from wide 
home building experience. His firm, L. G, Meltser & Associates, since 1052 has constructed 
over 2000 dwelling units in the Washington Metropolitan area. 


Better Design in Housing Developments: 
The Architect's Role 


by Louis G. MELTZER 
President, Suburban Maryland Builders Association 


“Environment Through Design,” the editors 


Mr. Meltzer, also a 


Propriate lot. 

Next comes the planning of the actual house 
types, and here the architect must remember 
that the final product is to be sold to a person 
he has never met, and whose desires must be 
pleased without the benefit of previous consul- 
tation, It is now that the training mentioned 
above pays off. An architect cannot afford to 
be “typed” as a modern or “traditional” archi- 
tect. He must be able to work in all mediums. 
The architect who insists on doing things his 
way or not at all can do his client a grave dis- 
service. Within the limits of even the most 
limited selling price established for a subdivi- 
sion, there is room for the basic elements of 
good design, good color planning, and good 
site work. 

More credit should be given to architects who 
design pleasing communities, They are just as 
important as those who design the monuments 
that are given so much publicity in the archi- 
tectural magazines. The F.H.A. should be ap- 
proached by the architectural associations and 
persuaded to allow more realistic architect 
fees, so as to encourage the employment of 
competent men. Architects who do subdivision 
work should be accorded as much publicity 
and’ prestige in the official publications and 
trade magazines as those who do office build- 
ings, public works, and cathedrals. 

In short, all those who endeavor to give “Better 
Environment Thru Design” must be made to 
feel that their efforts are worthwhile and are 
recognized. This will help to attract the best 
talents to the task of giving to our citizens 
attractive communities within the reach of 
their incomes. 


Thomas H. Locraft 
F.A.LA. 


The architectural fraternity mourns the un- 
timely passing of one of its most respected 
members, Thomas H. Locraft. F.A.I.A. The loss 
is especially felt by Potomac Valley Chapter 
architects, many of whom studied under Dr. 
Locraft during his many years as head of the 
Department of Architecture at Catholic Univer- 
sity in Washington, D. C, 

Dr. Locraft, who was fifty-five. had been archi- 
tecture chairman at the University since 1949 
and a faculty member since 1931, the year he 
received his doctorate. After undergraduate 
training at the University he studied under 
scholarships at the Ecole des Beaux Arts and 
Fontainbleau School of Fine Arts in Paris. 

The diversity of styles in Mr. Locraft's work 
reflected his belief that an architect's designs 
should be many-faceted. Evidence of his con- 
temporary design is shown in the new Conaty 
Hall at Catholic University and the Washington 
Permanent Building Association and St. Lukes 
Catholic Church. He was cited in May by the 
Washington Board of Trade for the two latter 
buildings. Many other buildings in the area 
stand as tributes to his fine architectural 
ability, 

“Buildings are for people; they are not monu- 
ments,” was a favorite saying of his in and 
out of the class room. 

Long associated with Frederick V. Murphy, 
who died last year, Mr. Locraft was the senior 
Partner of Thomas Locraft and Associates. He 
was active in civic affairs, serving currently on 
the Commissioners’ Planning Council, consult- 
ants on the city’s planning problems, He was 
also secretary of the District Board of Examin- 
ers and Registrars of Architects, 

A fellow of the American Institute of Architects, 
he had served on its national awards, fellow- 
ship and allied arts committees and once di- 
rected the local A.LA. chapter. 

His memory will be perpetuated at Catholic 
University with the Thomas H. Locraft archi- 
tectural scholarship to which donations may be 
made by his many friends and admirers. 
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NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
12 Noon, October 7, 1959 
Brook Farm Restaurant 
7101 Brookville Rd., Chevy Chase, Md. 
November Meeting—November 4, 1959 


October Program 


At our October luncheon, Mr. Ronald Sense- 
man will show a film which is called “A Plan 
for Learning,” put out by the United States 
Steel Company. 


American Glass Exhibit 

On Display in Washington 
Every period of American glass manufacture is 
covered in “The Story of American Glass” 
which will be on view at the National Housing 
Center from October 1 through October 22, 
1959. 

Part of the Smithsonian Institution Traveling 
Exhibition Service, the exhibit which has al- 
ready been well received in Europe as part of 
a U.S, Information Agency program, has now 
been reorganized by popular demand of Ameri- 
can museums and other interested groups. 
Jamestown glass: the work of Wistar. the real 
founder of the American glass industry in 1739; 
historcial flasks of national heroes, famous 
events and well-known Americans —all are 
part of this famous exhibit. 

The Housing Center is open seven days a 
week, Monday through Saturday, 10:00 A.M. 
to 6:00 P.M., and Sundays, 1:00 to 6:00 P.M. 
Admission is free. 


New Firm Name 

Cohen. Haft & Associates is the new name of 
the firm formerly known as Jack C. Cohen & 
Associates, The address remains the same, 
7961 Eastern Ave., Silver Spring, Md., and if 
you stop by you'll still see the familiar faces of 
Jack Cohen, our Treasurer, and Len Haft, our 
Publications Committee chairman, 


A Sense of Values 


by M. Buonarorti 


Much criticism has been expressed in the past 
decade about the many housing projects that 
have sprung up in the lovely rolling farmland 
ihat once typified Montgomery County. These 
shortcomings in the richest rural county in 
America grossly reflect our deficiency in de- 
veloping a sense of values. 

It is axiomatic to look to our public works for 
leadership in preserving natural beauty and 
Froviding aesthetic solutions for the arrange- 
ment of our environment, but instead we find 
our agencies wholly inadequate to the task. 
Progress, unfortunately, is measured in the 
numbers of parking lots now engulfing Silver 
Spring and Bethesda, and not in the trees that 
can be preserved. How meaningful a few trees 
interspaced between the parking meters and a 
garden wall to surround the lot would be. and 
how oppressed we are by the every-day ugli- 
ness of our local scene. Money and effort must 
be expended to meet the challenge. Even a 
parking lot need not be ugly. 

It is almost unbelievable to report that in our 
public schools no funds are budgeted towards 
landscaping. If a $3,000,000.00 high school had 
the same landscape budget in proportion to an 
$11,000.00 builder's house, that amount would 
be $19,500.00. If our culture so strongly rejects 
beauty for its own sake, then it may be pointed 
out that landscaping can be considered an in- 
vestment in terms of incresaing value. Itis too 
bad though that beauty is defined a frill and 
must be justified in economic terms, rather than 
as a necessity for the fulfillment of our demo- 
cratic ideal. An understanding and savoring 
of what is beautiful is one of the primary goals 
of education, and that which distinguishes ours 
from a totalitarian culture. 


Vandals Dictate 
School Design 


The Prince Georges County (Md.) School Board 
has approved schematic drawings for a multi- 
story “windowless” school because, according 
to a school official, the county school system 
spends about $20,000 a year replacing broken 
windows. 


Designed by chapter member Ron Senseman 
and believed to be the first of its kind in the 
nation, the three-story building would be win- 
dowless on three sides, with sky domes bring- 
ing outside light into the classrooms. 


The architect reports that there also will be 
some interior rooms with luminous ceilings and 
mechanical ventilation provided. The only win- 
dows will be in front of the school facing the 
street. 


Could be that this design may also cut down 
on the academic mortality rate caused by “day 
dreaming” on those warm spring days. 


Specifications Institute 
Schedule 


The program for the 1959-1960 Construction 
Specifications Institute of the Washington-Metro- 
politan Chapter AIA has been announced by 
Program Chairman Frederick Tilp, All meetings 
will be held at the National Housing Center, 

1625 LSt., N.W., on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. 

The schedule is as follows: 

October 20—Glass, glazing, metal “store front” 
frames, caulking compounds. 

November 24 — Plumbing, heating and ventila- 
tion. 

December 15 — Associate Members night. The 
associate members give a brief description 
and “sales pitch” of products they represent. 

January 19—Electrical work and illumination. 

February 16 — Paints, lacquers varnish, and 
painting. 

March 15—Foreign and domestic exterior build- 
ing stone. 

April 19—Structural steel and steel joints. 

May 17—General and special conditions. 

June 21 — General business meeting and elec- 
tion. 


This schedule is printed for the information of 
architects, specification writers, engineers and 
builders, Clip it or mark your calendar for the 
meetings you would like to attend. 


Church Architecture 
Conference 


A joint conference of the Department of Church 
Building and Architecture of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches o fChrist in America and the 
Church Architectural Guild of America will be 
held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on May 3-4-5, 
1960, in the Leamington Hotel. 
According to a preliminary “alert’’ announce- 
ment received by the editors of PVA, the con- 
ference is planned as one of a continuing an- 
nual series of efforts which bring together de- 
nominational leaders, ministers, lay people and 
church architects on a national level. 

There will be competitive judging of photo- 

graphs of church work submitted by architects 

throughout the country and exhibits of products 
relating to church building. 

Objectives of the conference on Church Archi- 

tecture are: 

—To stimulate basic reasoning and thinking ofi 
ministers and lay people on the relationship 
of Architecture and planning for the needs of 
the local church program. 

—To stimulate architects to create space that 
helps church members to worship, study, 
serve and play, meeting the needs of the 
soul, mind and body. | 

—To help ministers, lay people and architects 
to understand the need for the fine arts and 
beauty in church design. These include mu- 
sic, painting and sculpture. 


That determined -looking, crew - cutted fellow 
you probably have seen scooting through the 
Silver Spring area in a fire-breathing Austin 
Healy is no week-end sports car racer, but a 
serious-minded, successful architect bent on his 
firm's business. He happens to be Theodore R. 
Cromar, Jr., our new Potomac Valley secretary. 
Ted and his partner, Trad Thomen, a Potomac 
Valley director, are two very active members 
of our chapter and other organizations in the 
area, Last year Ted headed up our Office 
Practice Committee which launched some in- 
teresting seminars on architectural topics. 

For all purposes a Silver Spring native, Ted 
was actually born in Richmond but came here 
at a very early age —our secretary received 
his education at Blair High School, the Univer- 
sity of Maryland Engineering School and the 
University of Virginia School of Architecture, 
He worked with the firm of Santmyers and 
Thomen in the District of Columbia from 1945 
to 1957 at which time he became registered in 
the District of Columbia and Maryland. 

In 1957 the firm of Thomen and Cromar hung 
out the shingle in Silver Spring and in 1958 
Ted was registered in Florida. Mr. and Mrs. 
C. currently live in the Woodmoor section of 
Silver Spring with daughter, Mary Anne, 5 and 
Michael, 6. 

Golf and fishing occupy Ted in his spare time 
plus sporadic sorties into the Maryland Civil 
War battlegrounds with his fellow Civil War 
Roundtable cronies in search of souvenirs with 
an automatic metal detection device. This 
latter group—all architects—hold forth weekly 
at lunch under the quaint title of OMT (Old 
Musket Toters) and boast the membership of 
such “old” architectural hands as Cliff White, 
Bill Blocher, Trad Thomen, Frank Beatty, Ted 


Thayer Building, 912 Thayer Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland 
Thomen & Cromar, Architects 


Secretary Cromar, Part Time Musket 
Toter, Active in Chapter Affairs 


Englehardt and Dana Johannes. 

According to Ted, his “terrible” golf game is 
practiced at Brooke Manor and when sufficient 
frustration sets in, he heads for the Chesa- 
peake Bay in pursuit of rockfish, or out on the 
ecean for channel bass or perhaps a stray 
marlin. 


To his firm's credit. either completed or on the 
drawing boards are such projects as the Social 
Security Building and the Thayer Office Build- 
ing in Silver Spring, the Regent and Garfield 
Apartments in Washington, the Judiciary Build- 
ing in Washington and the Barrie School in 
Silver Spring. In addition to chapter activities. 
Ted is busy as Program Chairman of the Silver 
Spring Lions Club and as a member of the 
Silver Spring Board of Trade. 


HERE and 
ELSEWHERE 


Wash-Met Chapter To Elect 


The Washington - Metropolitan Chapter 
elects its officers in October to take office in 
January. The nomination slate to be consid- 
ered at its October 6 meeting is: President, 
James I. Porter; Vice President. John W. Mc- 
Leod; Secretary, Earl V. Gauger; Treasurer, A. 
Stanley McGaughan; and Director at Large, 
Francis D. Letherbridge. 


now 


Mass Transportation Forum 


The recently released study of the National 
Capital Regional Planning Commission cover- 
ing the future of mass transportation in the 
Washington, D. C, metropolitan area has been 
the subject of a series of public forums in 
recent weeks. 


The series will be culminated on Wednesday. 
October 21, with a talk by W. H. Patterson of 
the Toronto Transit Commission presenting the 
latest ideas in rapid transit construction and 
operation as seen by the builders of Toronto's 
new rapid transit system. 


The meeting will be held from 7:45 P.M. to 
9:30 P.M. in the Interior Department Auditorium 
at 18th and C Sts., N.W.. Washington, D. C. 


Shortly after October 21, the survey will again 
come under public discussion on Capitol Hill 
before the Joint Committee on Washington 
Metropolitan Problems. 


Architectural Revolution Over? 


Writing in the September issue of the New 
Mexico Architect, Professor Don P, Schlegel of 
the University of New Mexico reports on a te- 
cent seminar on Architectural Education which 
was sponsored by the Associated Colleges of 
Architecture and the American Institute of 
Architecture. 


According to Prof. Schlegel: “The summation of 
the conference seemed to be that the archi- 
tectural revolution is over. Contemporary archi- 
tecture has won. Individualism is dead. The 
basic approaches to architecture are estab- 
lished. Our function is to refine, not to continue 
design battle. This is not as exciting as the 
revolution but is much more difficult. We must 
strengthen our positions. We must prove we 
are worthy of our responsibility of environmen- 
tal control. We must prove to society we are 
essential, that our service is for its benefit, that 
we supply a comprehensive and realistic 
need.” 


On the question: “Are the schools training 
architects to fulfill this role (the true picture of 
architectural practice today)?” the consensus 
of the seminar was “no” and that the schools 
were training men in the tradition of the 19th 
Century dilettante architect. 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


G WEATHERTRON 


ALL-ELECTRIC HEAT PUMP 


THE CUSHWA BRICK AND 
BUILDING SUPPLY CO, 


United Clay Products Co. 
Headquarters for 
Ge wn Colonial Brick 
Carrier Air Conditioning 
Alwintite Windows and Doors 
Bryant Heating Equipment 
DI. 7-0787 


TU 2-1000 HU 3-6574 


ARCHITECTURAL 
CONCRETE 


TECFAB, INC 


Precast Structural Insulating Panels and 
Window Wall Systems 

Plastic Mosaic and Tile Facings 
Beltsville, Md. WE 5-3116 


ATLANTIC PERLITE CO. 


Lightwelght Concrete Roof Decks 


1919 Kenilworth Ave., N.E., Wash, 27, D. C. 
SP 3-0200 


BUILDING EQUIPMENT 
AND MATERIALS 


THE HAMPSHIRE CORP. 


Acoustical Tile, Plastering. Flooring, 
Partitions, Roof Deck, Access Doors, 
Metal Curtain Walls 
4626 Annapolis Road, Bladensburg, Md. 
UN 4-0300 


NATIONAL BRICK & 
SUPPLY CO., INC. 
High Pressure Block 

High Pressure Concrete Brick 
Dox Floor Plank, Terra Cotta 
Washington 11, D. ©. TU 2-1700 
WASHINGTON BRICK CO. 

Modular Masonry Materials 


6th and Decatur Sts., N.E., Wash. II, D. C. 
TU 2-3200 


MOUNT VERNON CLAY 
PRODUCTS CO. 


800 Hamlin St., N.E.. Washington 17, D. ©. 
DE 2-6267 


FURNISHINGS 
AND EQUIPMENT 


HOPE'S WINDOWS, INC. 


The Finest in Aluminum and Steel Windows 
1820 N. Nash St., Arlington, Va. JA 5-8919 


MILO PRODUCTS CORP. 


Milo Cabinets, Wall Closets and Fronts 

Milo Bi-Fold Doors, Metaloc Warp- Proof 

Sliding Doors, Accordion-Fold and 

Woyynwood Doors 

1010 Vermont Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. 
ST 3-9047 


KLON O. ROW, INC. 


Sanymetal and Wels Toilet Partitions 
Flour City Ornamental Iron Co. 


4380 MacArthur Blvd., N.W., Wash. 7, D. C. 
FE 3-4410 


JAMES H. CARR, INC. 


Kalwall Fiberglass Panels for Churches, 
Glutam Arches, Prefabricated Trussed Rafters 


2138 P St., N.W.. Wash. 7, D.C. AD 4-7979 


SCHATZ KITCHEN 
EQUIPMENT, INC. 


Washington's Oldest Manufacturer of Kitchen 
Equipment for Restaurants and Schools 


S011 Minnesota Ave., N.E., Wash, 27, D. C. 
SP 3-5500 


GENERAL 


GEO. F MUTH CO., INC. 
1332 New York Ave., N.W., Wash, 5, D. C. 
ST 3-6323 


T. M. WOODALL, INC. 


Plastering and Acoustical Treatment 


6480 Sligo Mill Rd., Takoma Park 12, Md. 
JU 9-3811 


STANDARD SUPPLIES, INC. 
Everything for the Building Trades 

Wholesale Plumbing, Heating, Mill Supplies 
110 E. Middle Lane, Rockville, Md, PO 2-4341 


FRIES, BEALL & SHARP CO. 
Architectural Hardware Consultants 
Representative of Sargent & Co. and Schlage 


Shirley Hwy. and Edsall Rd., Springfield, Va. 
FL 4-3600 


FLOYD E. KOONTZ 

Pella Wood Folding Doors and Windows 
Miami Medicine Cabinets and Mirrors 
Sargent Incinerators 


3250 K St., N.W.. Washn., D. C. FE 3-2900 


BUILDERS HARDWARE CORP. 
Architectural Hardware Consultants 

Builders’, Finishing Hardware 

4908 St. Elmo Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL 6-6300 


D. A. HUBBARD CO. 
Aetna Steel Products Corp. 
Grant Pulley and Hardware 
Uanelfab Aluminum Doors, Frames 
Insulated Panels 
4709 Montgomery La., Bethesda, Md. 
OL 2-8425 EM 5-2747 


931 Investment Building 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
AND BUILDERS 

E. A. PESSAGNO, INC. 

Builders 


109 Danbury St., S.W., Wash., D.C. JO 1-2400 


ALTIMONT BROS, INC. 


4929 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Md. 
OL 2-1700 


E. A. BAKER COMPANY, INC. 
Builders 


6480 Sligo Mill Rd., Takoma Park JU 5-8564 


WARTHEN & WARD 


General Contractors 


10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington, Md. 
LO 5-1186 


HILL AND KIMMEL, INC. 


General Contractors 


1103 Wayne Ave., Silver Spring, Md. 
JU 5-3911 


HEATING AND FUELS 
GRIFFITH-CONSUMERS CO. 


Distributors of All Types of Commercial and 
Residential Fuels and Heating Equipment 


1413 New York Ave., NJW., Wash, 5, D.C. 


ME 8-4840 
MASONRY 
A. MYRON COWELL, INC. 
Masonry Contractor JU 9-4580 
8416 Ramsey Ave., Silver Spring JU 9-3340 


PAINT 
W. R. WINSLOW CO. 


Distributors for Benjamin Moore, Samuel 


Cabot and Nation! Gypsum 
Winslow Products 


922 New York Ave., N.W., Washington I, D.C. 
NA 8-8610 


CUNNINGHAM PAINT COMPANY 


Distributors: PVA Muraltone; Muralo Masonry 
Finishes for All Interior and Exterior Walls 


1236 20th St., N.W., Washington 6, D, C. 
FE 7-7670 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


AMERICAN RADIATOR AND 
STANDARD SANITARY CORP. 
Specifications for Plumbing and Heating 
8641 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring JU 7-6600 


CRANE CO. 
Manufacturers and Wholesalers of Plumbing 


Heating, Air Conditioning, Pipe. Valves, 
Fittings 


10700 Hanna St., Beltsville, Md. WE 5-4 
BLUEPRINTS & 
REPRODUCTIONS 


COOPER-TRENT 


Your Authorized K & E Distributor 
Complete Reproduction Services 


4703 Hampden La., Bethesda, Md. OL 6- 


LEET-MELBROOK, INC. 


Blueprints, Architectural Photos, 
Drafting Supplies 


950 Sligo Ave., Silver Spring, Md, JU 9-i 


SPECIAL SERVICES 
JOSEPH P. SULLIVAN 


Estimating and Cost Analysis 
Government and Private Projects 


6323 Luzon Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. 
RA 3- 


TILE MFGRS. ASSN. OF AMERIG 


Edwin B. Morris 


1604 K St. N.W., Wash.. D. C. NA 8-3 
MICKELSON'S 

Prints and Paintings 

Fine Picture Framing 

709 G St., N.W., Wash., D.C. NA 8-1 


FOUNDATION TEST SERVICE, Ih 


Foundation Investigations, Test Borings, Sol 
Te Auger Probe Borings,, Rock Drillir 
James J. Schnabel 


jen, Mer. 
1605 Kennedy PI.. NJW., Wash. 


RA 6-1 


TILE 
O. R. ARMSTRONG 


U.S. Ceramic Tile Co., The Sparta Ceramic 
Co., R. S. Curtain Wall Panels 


5906 Enterprise Ave., MeLean, Va. JA 4- 


LUDOWICI-CELADON CO. 


Manufacturers of Roof Tile, Quarry Tile 
and Nailon Brick 


740 15th St, N.W., Wash. 5, D.C, NA 8- 


THE MOSAIC TILE CO. 
OF VIRGINIA 


Tile Manufacturer. . 
Warehouse and Showroom 
607 S. Ball St., Arlington, Va. 
OT 4-5553 oT 4 


